New attitude

Warriors carry high
expectations to tourney

By DOUG NEWHOFF
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The Wlmnrs followed their
win on the Oak Leafs' home
icc last weekend with their
second victory of the season
over another longtime neme-
sis, the Des Moi

It was oxacuy the type of
finsh to the regular season
coach shan Weinke hoped
tosee.

“We needed to play the cali-
ber of teams we're going to
play (in Davenport) with that
intensity," said Weinke. “The
Caps and Oak Leafs come
to play every night. It was
a nice stepping stone (o the
tournament.

“We know we can do it if
we bring our ‘A’ game.
planted a nice seed for the
tournamer

It was also a barrier that
needed to fall, said several of
the Warriors' players.

“Growing up, we were pret-
tyeven with Des Moines,"
noted senior Jacob Schutte.
“When we got to high school,
everything tumed over and
they just dominated us every
year, 1 knew one year we were
gonna take over and
them they were beatable.”

Asa result, junior Jake Irey
said the Warriors take a dif
ferent attitude into this year's

tournament.
“It defunitely helps knowing
we can play with any of the
other teams,” he said. “The
atmosphere and.attitude
ve. We're going.
there to win it
On paper, Waterloo has all
the picet o make a run at
i
oﬁensm!y, Irey finished as
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the MHSHL second-leading
scorer with 85 points. Schutte
(57 points), sophomore Daw-
son Kuhimann (48), senior
Jayson Beal (36), senior
Zach Hester (26) and senior
MacKenzie Cain (23) provide
added firepows

Defensively, junior Brian
Dobes is. nne of lh! league's
top goaltenders,
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tough, experienced and
back at fll trngth with the
return of senior all-star Tyler
lahncke from a Dec. 18 knee
injury that limited him to 24
games.

Mahncke, who moved from
forward to defense this sea-
son, made a determined effort
1o get back on the ice and
returned nearly two weeks

2

ahead of schedule.
Wien he came | hnck and
when he was healthy, he gave

usahuaespnrk,"suidWeinkm
“When_everybody saw that
e was back to 100 percent, it
realy gveus a bost

Mahncke had two choices
—smgeryorexmswmhab
He chose the ltter,

“Its my senior year, My
main goal at first was just
to make it back for the state
tournament,” said Mahncke.
“Then as things got going,
they (medical personnel)
started telling me T4 be able
o make it back a litle bit
‘before.

T was just motivated o get
back as soon as possible so 1
could get my confidence back
for the statetournament. 1

learned a lot up there in the

stands, but it hurt being up
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a group that is reaping the
benefits of the sacrifices and
hard work it has invested into
the season.

“We just go to practice every
day with the mentalty that
we need o work hard and get
the job done,” said Schutte,
“We do a lot of skating and
a lot of conditioning, but we
all know it’s for the good of
the team.

“Its a good atmosphere. A
Tot of the guys we've played
with since we were younger,
just diferent years. We know
each other pretty good. We
know how we play, and we
Kngw vere evryone’ ot
o be

VRS 0y ppmiie
There's no egos,” added
Weinke, “IUs just everybody
Cﬂmmg to work

“Twi ure: whﬂl we were
Eenmg into. Bvery team has
its own personaliy. This one
is just kind of above average
at just about everything, but
they don't et it get to their

ads.

“They compete ~against
cach other and make every-
body better. This has been
the most enjoyable year of
coaching at any level, and not
just because we're winning.
lls been fun to come Iu d|e
rink because the
Hard snd e coachable wnd
‘we continue to see progress
even up to this last week.”

That's the biggest. differ-

lahncke sees in lhu
Waeroo team compa
the past few,

“Everybody comes here to
yorkevery oy heexplned
“In pastyears, we've ha
cliques kind of. This year,
everybody plays as a unit and
everybody gets along.

“We have fun together, and
we work hard together. We
enjoy winning,”

Cain said it was obvious in
August that the Warriors had
the foundation for a big sea-
son, but they had to continue
todevelop and prove it over a
grueling, 36-game schedule.

“We thought we could do t,
and we worked hard for it,"
e said. “We had to overcome
alot of injuries.”

Weinke has_instituted. a

“hold the rope” motto that
B als srved the Wariors

"W lean o each o and
trust that we have each oth-

s back,” said Irey, “I’s like

you're hanging off a cliff,
can you trust your teammates
tobe on th aher end eep-
ing you

08 Tealy cool to see that
we can lean on each other. |
think that' where our grest-
est strength's.

The Wariors Jnow they
will v 0 be n ther ume

i went 021 against
Waterloo during the regular
season, losing by 42 and 6:0
margins around a 4-4 tie. The
Jr. Stars feature an explo-
sive offense that averaged
453 goals per game, led by
MHSHL scoring champion
Jorgan Kontor (88 points).

“We need to outwork every-
body” said Wenke. e
not the most team, but
when we work hard we can
take away some of the other
teams’ advantages. Small
goals turn ino big goals.”

e just need 1o gel into
the mode that we're not
gonma lose .. seriously” said

utte, “We need to work
hard and forecheck and do
all the lttl things that got us
where we are toc
Several of Lincoln's
playrs bave boen supenc-

Einke said,
different team than the War-
riors saw during the regular
season. And Kontor is still in
o

D
They're a wounded dog,”
said Weinke. “They're gonna
bae. Theyke gt noting
lose, The pressure’s on us.

Ve o highe s

“Any time Kontor gets loose
and fe gets a lot of ice, he’s
as good as anybody in the
Teague. We know just having
Irey around, guys like that
are difference-makers. If w
don't take care of him and his
line, we're gonna be in some
trouble.”

Mahncke said the Warriors
wil be ready.
From diy one,our goal
beet o in e ate chanp-
onship,” he

e e e Vartors
haven't been looked at a:
o Hichie e ket
o change the tradition here.”
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